Dear Friends of Jerusalem Reformed Church,

Who shall we be?  That’s been the question we’ve been asking ourselves at Jerusalem lately.  Coming into a new year it is always a good opportunity to reflect on the past and start taking stock of what we want to be in the future.  And for a church that takes on even greater meaning as we try to remain faithful to God, follow Christ in the world, and listen to the call of the Holy Spirit.  A seemingly overwhelming task for us mere humans, but important one this day in age.   After all, who among us doesn’t worry about the future – not only in our own lives but also about the church?  Even when things are going well, we still worry about the unknown and the unexpected.  Here at Jerusalem, we seem to be hitting our stride as a congregation.   Last year we welcomed seven new members, we successfully made our budget along with taking on several building projects we had not been expecting (a new shed for storage, the refurbishing of the steeple and some rehab on the parsonage), and even continued to try new things in worship and community outreach.  Yet, even when it seems all is well, I don’t think any of us see the future as a certain thing.  

Of course, what that anxiety about the future is really all about is one thing – fear.  Fear that I, or even “we,” are in this by ourselves.  But we’re not.  That’s what we learn about life by being church.  We’re not alone, and we need not fear… because the future is not ours, but God’s.  And God’s plans for the future – while always more surprising and bigger than we could have imagined – are also always loving and good.  

Who shall we be?  Well, it seems to me that who we shall be as a people are those who trust the future is God's.  Trust that no matter if we label it a good year, or a bad year, or something else all together, that we know God is here for us.  I believe that’s what “being church” is all about.  Finding our way back to that trust.  And that, I suppose, is why we are here – so that between the hearing of God’s word, participating in God’s means of grace in baptism and communion, and finding friendship and family between each other as a people – we stay faithfully in God’s providential hand.


However, we’ve also come to realize the flip side of being a people who trust God –basically, if we are not a people, if we are not “being church,” and if we are not together doing what a church does, then we struggle with trusting God and facing the future.  Perhaps the experience of it is too intangible to describe, but what we’ve learned about life is that if we take the time to be present to God, then we feel God’s presence.  And while many have claimed it is not important to be religious to be present to God, we all know that the structure and pattern, if not blessing of grace, that comes from weekly worship and church life helps hold us to God.

So I challenge you – all of you of you who are friends of Jerusalem Reformed Church – to ask yourself the same question as a person that we have asked ourselves as a congregation.  Who shall you be?  Shall you be the person you were last year and the year before, the same person with the same fears and the same distance from God?  Or shall you be what we seek to be; more involved with God?  More trusting.  More hopeful.  More together.  Yes, I challenge you.  And not only to ask yourself that question, but to also make the right decision and be more involved with God.

God bless,
Rev.  Aaron Schulte

