A Note from Pastor Aaron on Rocky Mountain High
	Recently, here at JRC, we decided to set a big goal for ourselves – we decided we wanted to send our youth, along with two adults to Rocky Mountain High.  So what is a Rocky Mountain High?  I suppose it started out as a song by John Denver, but that’s not what we mean.  What Rocky Mountain High is, at least the way we’re talking about it, is a huge Christian festival held at Estes Park Colorado for teenagers that happens every three years and is hosted by the Regional Synod the Heartland.
	So what is a Regional Synod of the Heartland?  Well, our denomination, the Reformed Church in America, is broken up geographically into regions for organizational purposes.  JRC is part of the Regional Synod of Albany, while most churches of the RCA in Minnesota, Iowa, South Dakota, Nebraska and other surrounding states are part of the Synod of the Heartland.  For years now, the Synod of the Heartland has hosted this Christian festival for teenagers, and as a minister who grew up in Iowa, I got to attended Rocky Mountain High myself when I was young.  
	Ironically though, I never attended Rocky Mountain High as a teenager – I guess when I was the actual age to go I was going through my “I’m too cool for school” phase.  However, a few years later, as a youth group sponsor for my church, I did go as a chaperone.  And while I was still skeptical of Rocky Mountain High, the experience quickly won me over.  The beauty of the Colorado Rockies, the excellent accommodations at Estes Park (which is a YMCA camp, and magnificently maintained), and a profound focus on God that was being shared by 3000 teenagers, conspired in me to have, just as the name suggests, a Rocky Mountain High.  
	So why go back, this time with the youth from JRC?  After all, a trip to Colorado is not cheap.  Nor is there a guarantee we’ll even get to go (there is limited amount of space, and understandably, since the event is hosted for churches in the Regional Synod of the Heartland, churches outside that geographical region go on a waiting list until all those churches have registered).  Moreover, we have our own “church camp” right here in New York, Camp Fowler, that does a wonderful job with teenagers.  
	Well, we’ve decided we want to go for three reasons.  First, I know, from experience, there are moments that can change a life.  There are sacred places and experiences that set us up to continue on the path of faith.  How many of you reading this remember with joy an experience you have had at Camp Fowler?  How many of you can tell a story about a particular time and place, when separated from the routine of life, you saw God?  Rocky Mountain High has the potential to be one of those moments in the life our youth.
	Secondly, we’re going because youth ministry in a small church is hard.  It’s hard to find the time and resources to do things for our youths’ faith development, even though we know we are called and have taken vows to do just that – help our children develop their faith.  Sometimes, what that means is that you take help where you can get it.  Camp Fowler is a wonderful place for faith development, and it’s a lot closer than Colorado, but it’s not the whole story or the only kind of experience that can change a life – and relying on it solely as a the way to develop faith in youth doesn’t recognize there is a lot of help in other places that can actually be good.  Rocky Mountain High has a very different feel to it than what most of experience at “church camp,” and I relish the opportunity to accept the help of those who run Rocky Mountain High because I know they are qualified and excellent at what they do. 
	And finally, we’re going, or least planning on going, because it is different.  There are only a handful of teenagers who call JRC their church home, and when they go to school, being a Christian is not the cool thing to be, nor is it talked about much.  And so, while it’s hard for the church to support youth ministry, it is even harder for the youth to know how to claim their faith as their own.  But picture it, 3000 teenagers, all worshiping God, all singing songs that feel closer to their experience as teenagers, and all, without shame, claiming Christianity as their own.  That’s a very different world than the one our kids live in.  And so, like it or hate it, I want our kids to see it.  I want them to see that church, and God, and Christianity are not just things their parents and grandparents seem to care about, but is essentially irrelevant to them. Instead, I want them to see that there is a world out there of people still interested in being a people of faith.
	Now, it won’t be easy.  Our budget is about $6000 for 6 people.  It will take airplanes, a rented SUV, the good will of the folks from the Synod of the Heartland, and a lot of fundraising to get us there, but I think we should try.  I think those young people, who I love and care about, are worth the effort.  And I am grateful for all of you, who may have no idea what a Rocky Mountain High is, but are willing to help us make it happen.  I don’t know if our kids will have the same kind of sacred experience I had at Rocky Mountain High, and at this point I make no promises about the outcome of this whole endeavor.  But I’ve already seen, as we’ve begun to plan and do fundraising, that the Road to Rocky Mountain High is going to yield some wonderful things for our youth and for us all, and I’m hoping all of you will help.

Thank you and Shalom,
Pastor Aaron

To help with one of the church fundraiser for the “Road to Rocky” campaign please contact Pastor Aaron at: 518-439-1527, or by email at revaarons@verizon.net   If you would like to make a financial contribution to the “Road to Rocky” campaign please send a check to JRC (PO Box 70/ Feura Bush, NY  12067)  with a note explaining you would like your contribution to be used for the trip and an address where we can send a note of appreciation.

