Dear Friends of Jerusalem Reformed Church,

When I first started at Jerusalem Reformed Church (three whole years ago), the congregation had just finished refurbishing the sanctuary.  It was an exciting time that felt like it was full of promise.  A new congregation for me, a new minister for the congregation, and a renewed sanctuary for all of us to come together and worship God in.  I know that I, if not the rest of the congregation, was on a spiritual high – a wonderful honeymoon period that lasted for a long time as we all got to know each other and come together with new hopes and aspirations for the future.


Fast forward three years to the present, and I realize now that the honeymoon is over.  Not that it’s a bad thing.  No one can live in the honeymoon period forever.  At some point, with all it’s ups and down, life has to start happening, and it has.  We’ve laughed together.  We’ve cried together.  We’ve gotten mad, hurt, happy, gracious, and forgiving.  A lot of adjectives have happened over the course of the three years.  But probably the best one is “we.”  We’ve been a community, a congregation, a family.  We’ve been a “we.”  And that feels like a fine place to be.  

So is it any wonder that we’ve been focusing on the “us” for a while?  Step inside the building of Jerusalem Reformed Church over the last few months and you’ll see there’s been a lot of focus on us.  Thanks to the generosity of some of our members and friends, we’ve been able to replace the carpet in our sanctuary, reseal our driveway, repaint the kitchen and the fellowship hall, remodel the church office, and replace the tables and chairs for our church suppers.  That’s a lot of focus on us, our needs, our building.  Have we gone too far, spent too much, and become too self involved with all this time and energy going to improving the spaces of Jerusalem Reformed?  After all, as Christians we’re called by God to be self-sacrificing, loving and caring to others.  How can we justify all this time spent on us?  Maybe we can’t.  

However, after three years of being at Jerusalem Reformed Church, I have an abiding faith in its people to be those things I mentioned:  self-sacrificing, loving and caring; and truly I don’t believe the decisions we’ve made to improve our church building has lacked those things.  Instead, to me it feels like we’re preparing for something more again.  I imagine several years ago the decision was made to refurbish the sanctuary in expectation and hope that, years down the road, there would a be a congregation, a minister, a “we” who would worship God together in that space.  And that prayer continues to come true every week.  So, I guess, that past hope, that has now become this present “us,” is praying now for even more.  More fellowship in a world so filled with isolation and loneliness.   More inspiring worship when life so often lacks meaning.  I know that when I was remodeling the office I was praying that a fresh coat of paint and more comfortable chairs would offer something more to those who come and share their lives with me.  Something more inviting, friendly and hope-filled.

I guess time will tell, just as it has over the last three years of a minister and a congregation becoming an “us”, whether or not those prayers are answered – whether or not all our efforts towards our church building were really driven by something other than our own selfish desires.  But it will continue to be my prayer that all these improvements around the church building will not just be to satisfy ourselves, but will truly be to increase the “us” of God’s kingdom.
Shalom,

Rev. Aaron Schulte

